
 
SAVE THE CHILDREN CONFERENCE 

17thSeptember, 2014 
Nairobi, Kenya 

MAINSTREAMING HUMANITARIAN 
EDUCATION IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN 

KENYA 
 By 

Dr. Stanley O. Omuterema 

Masinde Muliro University of Science & 
Technology 

5/18/2015 

1 

Dr. Omu, Save the Children Conf. 



 

 

 

 

  

 
Introduction 

Humanitarian Assistance world over has a 

workforce of approximately 250,000 that 

impacts directly on the lives, livelihoods, 

health and wellbeing of millions of the 

world’s most vulnerable people  



 

With a growing interest in ‘professionalizing’ the sector and an 

emphasis on accountability, the key debates in humanitarian 

assistance education and training are around the ‘what, who, how, 

where, when and why’ of the following issues: 

 
 To develop and define professional standards and career 

pathways; 

 To create globally accessible standardized education and 
training programmes appropriate to different levels of 
need and experience; 

 To promote objective and transparent processes for 
monitoring, evaluation and accountability; 

  To foster a culture of high quality, ethical research that 
will inform policy and enable practitioners to demonstrate 
with confidence that humanitarian interventions are 
rigorously evidence-based. 
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    The greatest challenge, which if met will produce the greatest 

rewards, lies in improving access to high quality professional 

education and training for people living in the regions of the 

that are most vulnerable to humanitarian emergencies. 

 

Collaboration between humanitarian organizations, academic 

institutions, other training providers, and, where appropriate, 

national and international professional accreditation and 

registration bodies will be crucial in addressing these issues. 
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     A no. of important initiatives followed, most notably the 
development and launch in 1997 of the landmark SPHERE Project by 
a group of leading humanitarian NGOs and the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent movement. In addition to publishing the ‘Humanitarian 
Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response’ (now in 3rd 
edition, 2011), the SPHERE project has also developed an extensive 
range of training resources and provides on-the-ground workshops 
worldwide. 

 

 Historical Background 

The Joint Evaluation of Emergency Assistance to Rwanda, 

published in 1996, highlighted a host of weaknesses in the 

provision of humanitarian assistance including the need to 

improve performance through the development of standards 

and self regulation mechanisms, and particularly emphasized 

the need for greater accountability. 
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Five points should be included in formal human 

education:  

 
(i) A true globalization of humanitarian work is required, which 

currently largely remains a Eurocentric phenomenon. There is 

little meaningful participation of the governments, national 

institutions and practitioners of disaster-prone countries in 

shaping the global humanitarian agenda, although they are 

the custodians of key knowledge.  

(ii) The skills, knowledge and attitudes of humanitarian workers 

about working in a functioning state have to be improved. 

Many senior humanitarian workers are used to working in 

conditions where government is absent or malevolent.  
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Formal Humanitarian Education 

(iii) Capacity building has to be localized. The 

bulk of work is executed by nationals of 

affected countries and they have the 

greatest need for education.  
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Should the mainstreaming target secondary schools in such 

areas ?Can the existing life skills syllabus adequately address 

the issue?  
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Cont’d 
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(iv) It is imperative to de-monetize humanitarian 
assistance. Unfortunately, spending so many millions is 
often used to indicate the level of service delivery, 
which by and large, is not so important as the quality of 
delivery. In fact, simply pumping money has sometimes 
worsened humanitarian emergencies.   

 (v) The inclusion of disaster-preparedness training. 
Humanitarian workers need to be able to guide 
governments on how to prepare themselves to minimize 
the loss and control the damage done by disasters. This 
is a new dimension of humanitarian work and should go 
hand in hand with humanitarian education. 

 

 



Recent global discourse on Humanitarian Education:  

     The questions under exploration are inclusive of the 
needs and challenges of both academic and vocational 
curricula. Three key questions emerge repeatedly across 
humanitarian education themes and these can be 
reflected further :  

 

 How to agree on core humanitarian curricula? 

 How much consensus is needed? Where should 
consensus come from?  

 How can humanitarian curricula contribute to building 
the leaders of tomorrow?  
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National Goals of Education in Kenya 

i) Foster nationalism, patriotism and promote national unity 

ii) Promote the social, economic, technological and industrial needs for national 

development 

 -Social Needs 

  - Economic Needs 

 - Technological & Industrial Needs 

iii) Promote individual development and self-fulfillment 

iv) Promote sound moral and religious values 

v) Promote social equality and responsibility 

vi) Promote respect for and development of Kenya’s rich and varied cultures 

vii) Promote international consciousness and foster positive attitudes towards 

other nations 

viii) Promote positive attitudes towards good health and environmental 
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Selected relevant objectives of Secondary education 

in Kenya 

   There are twelve (12) defined objectives of secondary 
education (Govt.  of Kenya - Kenya Institute of Curriculum 
Development). Among these: 

 Acquire necessary knowledge, skills and attitudes that 
enable the youth to grow into responsible citizens 

 Promote love for and loyalty to the nation and society 

 Enhance understanding and respect for own and other 
people’s cultures and their place in contemporary society 

 Enhance understanding and appreciation of 
interdependence of nations 

 Develop into a responsible and socially adjusted persons 

 Promote acceptance of and respect for all persons 
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Selected general objectives of secondary life skills 

education 

There are ten (10) defined objectives of secondary life skills education 
(Govt. of Kenya - Kenya Institute of Curriculum Development). 
Among these:  

 Acquire values, attitudes and develop social skills that will enable 
him/her to operate effectively in society 

 Develop and demonstrate ability to cope with stress and emotions in 
every day life 

 Appreciate the need for peaceful co-existence and demonstrate 
ability to apply the acquired skills to  relate and co-exist peacefully 
with other people 

 Demonstrate ability to apply the relevant life skills in dealing with 
the emerging issues and other challenges effectively 

 Develop and apply life skills to enhance positive behaviour 
formation and change 
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Is it in the right direction to adjust/enhance focus 

and build on systems in some existing schools? 
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Cont’d (Lodwar) 
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Providing water in schools 
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EXPERIENCES 
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 St. John Ambulance (Nairobi) – Shadrack 

 Dr. W. Oboka - JKUAT  



CONCLUSION 
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WHICH WAY FORWARD? 

 

 

THANK YOU 
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