
 

CALL FOR PROPOSALS: THE HUMANITARIAN PARTNERSHIP CONFERENCE 2015 

‘Bridging the Gap between Humanitarian and Academic Practitioners’  

Conference Information 

Venue: BOMA Inn, Nairobi, Kenya 

Date: 15th to 17th September 2015 

The rate of occurrence, scale and severity of humanitarian disasters globally is on the increase 

and the complexity of these disasters is becoming more evident as we respond to urban 

environments and multiple disaster scenarios (DFID Humanitarian Emergency Response Review 

Report, 2011). Humanitarian professionals have recognized the need to reach out to other 

sectors in order to effectively respond to disasters. There is need to think outside the box and 

work with partners we traditionally have not worked with in order to address the current 

challenges.  

In the face of increasing needs and costs, it is critical that the humanitarian sector works in 

ways that reduce and manage the risks of humanitarian crises, in addition to responding to 

their impact. In the search for sustainable solutions towards humanitarian assistance, the 

Humanitarian Partnership Conference seeks to bring together partners from the humanitarian 

field, academia, private and public sector and provide a platform for discussion and debate. By 

convening these discussions, the agenda for effective humanitarian assistance through 

partnerships will be defined.  

 



 

Proposal Submission Categories 

We invite individual/consortia paper proposals from academics, policymakers, and practitioners 

from across sectors. The papers should give evidence for collaboration between host 

governments, private sector, microenterprise, academia, NGO community, in responding to 

humanitarian disasters and bring out areas that require focus in responding to emergencies 

while in partnership. 

We particularly invite submissions that relate to the conference objectives. The specific 

objectives of the conference are to come up with recommendations on how the humanitarian 

sector needs to engage with: 

1. The private sector in delivering effective humanitarian interventions, while observing 

humanitarian principles.  

2. Academia in maximizing the opportunity to improve the quality of training and research 

in the humanitarian sector.  

3. Micro-enterprise initiatives, especially in the first phase of response.   

Proposal Submission Guidelines 

Proposals for presentations should be 500-800 words in length and should include the following 

information even if the results, findings and/or conclusions are still preliminary at the time of 

submission: 

 Objectives or purpose 

 Main perspective/Theoretical Framework   

 Data sources or evidence 

 Results and/or conclusions 



 Significance of the study to humanitarian assistance and partnerships 

 Mode of Presentation  

Proposal Submission Deadline 

Proposal papers need to be submitted by 15th June 2015 to: Sheila Waruhiu, 

S.Waruhiu@savethechildren.org.uk  

All submitted proposals will undergo careful review and acceptance notifications will be sent by 

23rd June 2015.  

Conference Presentations 

Authors will have 2 months to the start of the conference to prepare their final presentations 

and are requested to make their presentations as interesting and innovative as possible. 

Presentations can be in paper or any other alternative format, including (but not limited to), 

film, debate or demonstrations. 

Contact Information 

For more information or inquiries, contact Sheila Waruhiu: S.Waruhiu@savethechildren.org.uk  
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