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Dear Participants, 

ambo! It is a great pleasure to host you for the 3rd Annual Humanitarian Partnership 

Conference. Welcome to Nairobi, Kenya, the ‘Green city in the sun’.  

We hope that the discussions that will take place from 15th to 17th September will be truly 

enriching, and that the conference recommendations will be the beginning of even greater 

things to be accomplished ahead.  

Included herein is important information you need to know while in Nairobi. We hope that your 

stay will be a truly pleasant and enjoyable one. Karibu Kenya! 

Best regards, 

HPC 2015 Team. 

J 



  

Weather 

Nairobi weather is pleasant, with temperatures varying from 

12°C to 28°C and rarely below 9°C or above 30°C. June to August 

are the "cooler" months and December to February the "hotter" 

months, but the average difference in temperature between these 

two periods is not more than 10 degrees. There are normally two 

rainy seasons, the 'Long Rains' occur between March-May and the 'Short Rains' between 

October-November. The length of the day does not vary substantially over the course of the year, 

staying within 12 minutes of 12 hours throughout.  

Dressing 

Take into consideration the climatic conditions and cultural norms in different parts of Kenya 

when packing. Always include light clothes for the sunny days, something warm for the cold 

nights, rain gear, hat and comfortable shoes. Medium lightweight clothing is suitable for Kenya 

for most of the year. You may like to bring warm clothing and light rainwear to wear in Nairobi 

during July/August and for safaris upcountry other times of the year. 

Culture 

Kenya has a diverse culture comprised of 42 tribes, each with different customs and languages. 

Nairobi is a cosmopolitan city, inhabited by people from all tribes. In Kenya the customs are 

mostly dictated by the religion. At the coastal region, where the religion is Islam, the Islamic 

culture is predominant. 

Languages 

There are over 50 local dialects spoken in Kenya. The national language is Kiswahili and many 

people understand and speak English. A few helpful phrases include:  

Asante / Asante Sana – Thank you / thank you very much  

Karibu / Karibu Sana – Welcome / very welcome  

Habari yako? – How are you? Another common variation (mainly used by tourists) is Jambo. 

Fine – Mzuri Sana  



  

Currency 

The national currency is the Kenyan Shilling. The exchange 

rate varies, but currently stands approximately at KSh158 to 

GBP1; KSh101 to US$1; and KSh111 to Euro1. 

Safety and Security 

Always exercise caution while in Nairobi, especially during night hours and the festive season 

(Christmas & Easter). Some of the most common crimes include: mugging, carjacking, 

kidnapping, drink spiking (drugging in bars and clubs meant to make it easier to steal), 

pickpockets and burglary. There is also a terrorism threat in Nairobi. You will receive a detailed 

briefing on Nairobi from the Security Focal Point at the conference.  

Keep the following safety precaution tips in mind to help you stay safe during your visit: 

Do’s 

Do stay conscious of what is happening around you in the street. Radiate confidence and act as if 

you are conversant with the environment.  

Don’ts 

Do not carry or display large sums of money, especially while shopping.  

Do not wear expensive jewelry. Jewelry and phone snatches can occur at any time, at times 

through car windows. Therefore, keep your car door locked and windows up.  

Do not carry your passport around with you; keep it secured at home or in a hotel safe. Always 

carry a copy of the passport and your staff identification card.  

Do not walk the streets of Nairobi at night, even for the shortest distance. In general, it is 

advisable not to walk alone.  

Avoid conversations with strangers. If a driver pulls alongside, do not approach the vehicle. 

While walking be wary of suggestions such as "look at this map/offer" etc. in case you fall prey to 

pick pockets. When using taxis remember items such as purses and backpacks are tempting, 

therefore lock them away in the boot and always lock your doors. Call for taxis through the 

control rooms. Do not call drivers directly. 


